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A;Defunct Satellite

I3 Said to Be Target
| for Test of Weapon

r By BILL KELLER
v Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 5 — The Air
Force has apparently settled on a six-
year-old military research satellite
called Solwind as the first target for a
new American anti-satellite weéapon,
according to a private analyst.

The analyst, John Pike of the Feder-
atign of American Scientists, said to-
day that Solwind will be in the right
spot for the test on the afternoon of Fri-
day, Sept. 13. :

Congressional source who was
bri on details of the test confirmed
theJest date and said Mr. Pike’s identi-
fication of the target “‘rings a bell.”
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get, which is a military secret, “‘jumps
out; at you” from a study of public
records on satellites in orbit.

Mr. Pike said he deduced the identity
by over published lists of Amer-
i satellites, selecting those within
thevknown range of the anti-satellitg
welflon. Then he applied bits of infor-
mation from the Air Force that have
become public, such as the fact that the
target would be a military satellite
rather than a National Aeronautics and
Space . Administration satellite, and
that it had been on a scientific mission.
He found about 15 defunct military
satellites, .three of them on scientific !
missions, and only one within the range
of the anti-satellite weapon.
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